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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
NAME OF BOOK:

First called “The History of Christian Origins”, then “Acts of the Apostles”.
But,
a. “An Account … of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, (1:1)

b. “after He … ﻿﻿had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, (1:2)

c. “you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (1:5)
So, “The Acts of the Risen Lord by the Holy Spirit through the Apostles”

Short Form – Acts
AUTHOR:  Luke, the physician and companion of Paul.
"We" sections -
On the second Missionary trip - Troas to Philippi
Acts 16:7-10
“After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the ﻿﻿Spirit did not permit them. So passing by Mysia, they ﻿﻿came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A ﻿﻿man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go ﻿﻿to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

[They worked together in Philippi, Paul and Silas were thrown into prison and then were asked to leave town]
 Acts16:40b

“the magistrates] asked them to depart from the city. So they went out of the prison ﻿﻿and entered the house of Lydia; and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and (they) departed. 
Acts 17:1

”Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to ﻿﻿Thessalonica, [Luke did not go with them].
Philippi to Jerusalem

Acts 20:5-21:18; 

“he (Paul) decided to return through Macedonia. And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia—also ﻿﻿Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and ﻿﻿Gaius of Derbe, and ﻿﻿Timothy, and ﻿﻿Tychicus and ﻿﻿Trophimus of Asia. ﻿These men, going ahead, waited for us at ﻿﻿Troas. ﻿But we sailed away from Philippi after ﻿﻿the Days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days joined them ﻿﻿at Troas, where we stayed seven days.
The Trip to Rome

Acts 27:1-28:16

“And when ﻿﻿it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul and some other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment. So, entering a ship of Adramyttium, we put to sea, meaning to sail along the coasts of Asia. ﻿﻿Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us.

Luke with Paul in Rome
Colossians 4:14; 

“Luke the beloved physician and ﻿﻿Demas greet you.”
Phile. 23-24﻿ ﻿
“Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, ﻿as do ﻿﻿Mark, ﻿﻿Aristarchus, ﻿﻿Demas, ﻿﻿Luke, my fellow laborers.”

Medical terms - On medical terms see Medical Language of Luke by Hobart 1:3 many infallible proofs, “τεκμηρίοις”
3:7 – The lame man received strength, ἐστερεώθησαν
9:18 – “he had received food, he was strengthened” - ἐνίσχυσεν
9:33 - Aeneas …bedridden & paralyzed - παραλελυμένος
13:11 – blind - τυφλός
28:8 – “the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysenter” - πυρετοῖς καὶ δυσεντερίῳ
DATE:  A.D. 58-62

No mention of destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70)
No mention of death of Paul (A.D. 65-66)
No mention of Paul's release from prison (A.D. 61)
THEME:  Witness to the Uttermost Part of the Earth

PURPOSE:  

To confirm the faith of Theophilus - 1:1-5

Record the founding of the church - 2

Record the outreach of the gospel message - 1:8

Record the racial growth of the church, esp. Jews and Gentiles.
Show that the church was not a political threat to Rome (maybe used for Paul's defense)

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES - Book of Firsts:
1. First election of church officers – 1

2. First sermon on the new era - 2

3. First miracle - 3

4. First persecution – 4

5. First chastisement – 5

6. First sermon by a layman – 7

7. First Christian martyr – 7

8. First Gentile convert – 10

9. First called “Christians” 11
10. First Apostolic martyr – 12

11. First ones called for missionary service – 13

12. First preaching in Europe - 16

Acts is a transitional book between the Gospels and the Epistles; between the ministry of Christ and the activities of the Apostles.
Therefore, one should be careful not to form his entire theological position of doctrine and practice based upon what is found in this book.

Doctrine must be based mainly on the Epistles where apostolic teaching is given in detail.
There are some things in Acts the believer should not expect today; 
1. Being taught by the resurrected Christ as the Apostles were – 1:1-3
2. Having wind, cloven-fiery-tongues, or speaking in tongues accompany the entrance of the Holy Spirit into his life - 2:1-4 
3. Having to sell his possessions and give them to the church - 2:45; 4:44

4. Deliberate liars immediately struck dead - 5:1-5
5. People in prison being delivered by an angel - 5:19 and 12:7; or an earthquake - 16:26

6. Soul-winners being transported from place to place by the H.S. - 8:39
7. Seeing the resurrected Lord at the point of his conversion - 9:1-6

8. An unsaved man having an angel tell him which evangelist to call - 10:1
Sermons in Acts:
Peter - 4

Paul - 6

James - 1

Stephen - 1

Signs of the Apostles:
Paul speaks of special apostolic signs II Corinthians 12:12

“Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and ﻿﻿wonders and mighty ﻿﻿deeds.

There are three specific miracles of healing by Peter and five by Paul.

There are also many general statements indicating that sign miracle were not unusual in the early church.
Their message was authenticated by these miracles in the absence of the written N.T. Revelation.
When the Canon of Scripture was complete (as early as 70 AD), the sign-miracles were no longer needed or given.
KEY SCRIPTURE: Acts 1:8 - Also the outline

Jerusalem - 1-7

Judea and Samaria - 8-12
Uttermost part - 13-28

